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cago Normal School). Three years after-
ward he became president of the Chicago
Institute (a school founded by Mrs. Em-
mons Elaine), remaining there until his
death. Colonel Parker was one of the lead-
ers in the advanced educational movement in
the United States. He was opposed to all
formalism in teaching and was an advocate
of what he termed a natural method. He
was the author of Talks on Teaching, How
to Study Geography and Talks on Pedagogy.

PAE.KE&, GILBERT, Sir (1862-1932), a
Canadian novelist and politician, was born
at Belleville, Ont, and educated at Trinity
College, Toronto. In 1886 he went to Aus-
tralia and became one
of the editors of the
Sydney Morning Her-
ald. In the early
nineties he began to
make a reputation as
a writer of romantic
fiction. By far the
best of his novels are
those in which he deals
with the history and
life of the French- GILBERT PARKER
Canadians; it is on his Canadian stories,
such as Pierre and His People, The Trail of
the Sword, An Adventurer of the North and
The Eight of Way that his literary reputa-
tion, rests. His principal later books are
World in the Crucible, Donovan Pasha, The
Weavers, Northern Lights, The Battle of the
Strong and Wild Youth (1919). In 1896 he
removed to London, and in 1900 he was elect-
ed to the British House of Commons, soon
becoming a leader in the Unionist party.

PAB'KERSBURGr, W. VA., the county seat
of Wood County, about 100 miles southwest
of Wheeling, on the Ohio River, at the mouth
of the Little Kanawha, and on the Baltimore
& Ohio Railroad. The city is in a fertile
agricultural region and has a considerable
trade. There are also oil and gas wells, coal
mines, clay beds and several medicinal
springs. The various industrial establish-
ments include steel making, tool works, por-
celain manufacture and lumber mills. There
are over eighty factories. The city is regu-
larly laid out from the water's edge of both
rivers. A railroad bridge, one and one-third
miles long, crosses the Ohio, and the city has
a park, a Carnegie Library, and three hos-
pitals. Some of the prominent structures are
the Academy of Visitation, a Federal build-

ing, a courthouse and a city hall. Near the
city is the island where Harman Blenner-
hassett once lived (see BLENFERHASSETT,
HARMAN). Parkersburg was settled in 1773
and was chartered as a city in 1863. The com-
mission form of government was adopted in
1911. Population, 1920, 20,039; in 1930,
29,623, a ^ain of 47.7 per cent.

PARKMAN, FRANCIS (1823-1893), an
American historian, born in Boston and
graduated at Harvard in 1844. Determining
to write an account of the struggle between
France and Great
Britain for domin-
ion in North Amer-
ica, he went west to
erperienee pioneer
life and to study the
Indians. The hard-
ships he endured in-
jured his health, yet
in spite of this and
defective sight,
Parkman worked
his way to recogni-
tion as an authority
on the period of the FRANCIS PARKMAN
rise and fall of French dominion in America.
He paid five visits to France to examine
archives for his purpose. Among his books
are California and the Oregon Trail; The
Conspiracy of Pontiac; France and England
in the New World; The Jesuits in North
America; LaSalle and the Discovery of the
Great West; The Old 'Regime in Canada;
Count Frontenac and New France under
Louis XIV; A Half Century of Conflict and
Montcalm and Wolfe.

PARKS, NATIONAL, reservations set apart
by national governments because of great
scenic beauty or other features that make
them of interest to the general public and
worthy of being protected. The United
States and Canada are the only nations which
have created such parks on a large scale.
Both of these countries control thousands of
square miles of land characterized by mag-
nificient scenery or covered with splendid
forests that should be preserved from ex-
ploitation. These areas are described in
the subheads below.

Parks of the United States. Up to
July 1, 1930, the government of the United
States had created twenty-two National
parks, under supervision "of the Secretary of
the Interior, They are as follows: